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Abstract 

Musical instrument making has been a good medium for earning income in the society for those who are in this 

field. It has help to develop the economy in the Nigeria market because many of its member of which at a larger 

percentage loves music and invest in it directly or indirectly. This paper tends to discuss the importance of musical 

instrument fabrication and music performance as a lucrative vocation that worth to be studied both academically and 

locally. Musical instrument construction companies and shops are found at different corners of the society, in the 

market, at home, at events and in schools. Musical instrument technology cannot be sideline as world music is 

concern, it’s either you fabricate, repair, buy, be and audience or have a complete new innovation. All these 

processes has to do with how creative you are, making aesthetic value of an instrument important. The method used 

in collecting information during the course of this work include interview method, participant observation This 

paper exposes different ways by which musical instrument technology can solve financial constraints and musical 

instrument as a means of communication taking into consideration few intricacies in its production process. 

Keywords: Nigerian, musical instruments, fabrication, selling, exhibition, information, financial stability. 

Introduction  

Having food on our table has been a goal or target of individual and this is directed towards a source or sources of 

income, we can just say to a meaningful percentage that no money no food, a farmer who inherit a land needs to buy 

seed and possibly the manure, except he decided to use organic manure having in mind that what the birds eat is 

what it carries around flying, literary meaning “Ohun ti eiye baje loma gbe fo”. The birds eat and fly, human beings 

eat and walk and do other necessary activities like buying of food items, clothing and finding a good shelter to live 

under in order to protect him/her and the family at large if there is one, and that is the basic needs of human being 

among other things.  

What life entails majorly is what we can call buy and sell and this is where vocational or entrepreneurial comes into 

place, making use of your hand in combination with tools or machines to make a particular product or goods for use 

or consumption by living and nonliving things. Vocational education and training will not only make you skillful or 

enable you to think for possible solutions to problems nor make you to be creative but also serve as a source of 

income which we can call wealth creation or accumulation no matter how small.  

Why it is important to acquire these skills does not only come down to income or wealth accumulation but also 

serve as a means of getting information in a particular field of vocation because there is always a change in 

development as the years roll over. You get informed and improved or you are left behind. This paper strives to 

elucidate Music Technology as a course of study, vocation of high value, therapeutic, information dissemination and 

source of income in the society at large. The purpose of this study is also to enlighten people about the importance 

of music and music technology especially those who does not see musical practices as important in the society. 

THE MUSIC TECHNOLOGY MARKET CHAIN 

Music technology can be grouped into two. Which are: The construction of musical instruments and music 

production. The latter has to do with recording in a music studio or at an event using various gadgets both electrical 

and mechanical. This paper will be focusing on the construction of musical instrument, taking cognizance on how 

they are made in the Africa society and limiting it to the West Africa Nigeria, 
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African musical instruments can be classified into four; which are:  Membranophone, Aerophones,  Chordophone 

and Idiophone. 

Membranophone are musical instruments that produces sound through vibration of a stretched membrane which 

include Bata drum, Dundun, Djembe among others. The Aerophones are musical instruments that produces sounds 

through blowing of air into them which includes the Algaita of the Hausa people, Atenteben (Ghana flute), Oja from 

the Igbo people of Nigeria to mention but a few. We also have the third one which is the Chordophone and these are 

musical instruments that produces sound through the vibration of a tightened string or chord and we have such 

example as Goje and Garaya, and lastly the Idiophone, which are instruments that produces sound through the 

vibration of the main body material and this includes the sekere, agogo, ekwe, keke, opokoro among others. 

 

The chain 

Raw materials 

                                        Factory (to be processed) 

              Producer/musical instrument technologist 

 

 

The consumer/user 

The raw material used are gotten from different sources, it might be from the soil, tree, plants and other natural 

materials. 

Diverse societies, ethnic groups and cultures in Nigeria construct its musical instruments depending on 

materials (woods, animal hides and skin, metal, seeds and clay resources etc.) available to them coupled 

with their ability of technology of extraction and construction. But then, cross culture of some Nigerian 

musical instruments is a normal practice among diverse ethnic groups of Nigeria. (Sunday Ofuani Pg. 50) 

 These materials are processed in a factory to a different product or furnished to suit other purposes. The clay soil for 

example is processed into pots of different sizes and shapes, which are then taken to the market to be sold out for 

people who needed them for different purposes which might include to hold water or keep cloths. A music 

technologist will check for a suitable pot and make it into a hemispherical drum by covering the whole body with 

“awo igala” antelope skin, the inner part of the pot serving as the resonator and the skin used making the instrument 

to fall under the membranophone under African musical instrument classification. This is being purchased by 

musicians who needs it for performance. All these process or movement of goods which was made to become a 

musical instrument  turns out to give individuals that it passed through income, and this is the quality or 

characteristics of vocation. 

The factory where the raw materials are processed has workers who do one or two things and they earn a living 

through this process, some workers work on shift and some as complete full time, working so hard to earn and to be 

able to feed themselves. Expertise from various fields with factory to experience makes production successful, and 

their major goal is for the company to be able to satisfy the consumers who makes used of the product. 

 For convenience, musical instrument making materials could be categorized into three, namely Organic, Inorganic 

and Processed or synthetic materials (Adeyeye 1990) 

Music is a unique and great vocation that cannot be sideline among other vocations because it provides money for 

those who are practicing it and gives pleasure to the listeners and lovers of music. There is a saying that health is 
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wealth, the process of playing most musical instruments requires little or rigorous movement of the body part and 

this can be likened to physical exercises that make us healthy and fit to perform other daily activities with ease, this 

is to say music is therapeutic. 

Tools and Machines used in the construction process of musical instruments include the following. 

Tape rule, Steel rule, Try square, Ruler, Pencil, Hacksaw, Jackplane, G and F clamp, Bar, Hand and Electric drilling 

machine, Circular saw machine, Knife, Brushes, Lathe machines, Fitters vice and carpentry vice, Hand saw, 

Hammer, Grinder, Wood turner 

These are just few among others and serve different function and purpose in the carpentry or music technology 

workshop. A music technologist must have an indebts knowledge of carpentry and this will allow him to handle 

simple workshop tools. Simple actions and process; like driving nail in woods, taking measurements, drilling of 

woods, cutting of woods and metals and more are very important in the construction process of various musical 

instruments. More so, all musical instrument constructed must produce sound and this lead us to what is referred 

to as acoustic which is the backbone of musical instrument making. If a musical instrument produce could not 

make sound then we cannot call it a musical instrument, the first thing to consider is acoustic consideration in the 

construction process of any instrument you want to construct. This will allow for a very good sound production, 

and this is done by taking into consideration the type of materials used, the thickness, shapes, length, and 

durability among others. Backus (1969) defines acoustics as the study of systems that produce and propagate 

what we recognize as sound and is based on the larger area of science called physics.  

Sources of Income in Different Aspect of Music 

The following as listed are sources of income and employment opportunities as it affects music and music 

technology 

Musical Instrument Exhibition 

This is the bringing out of various musical instruments for people from different part of the world see, experience on 

how it is performed, viewed the creativity in its construction process and buy some for their personal use. 

Foreigners who tour Nigeria to view some of these musical instruments and/ or carry out research on them bring a 

lot of money along and spend it in Nigeria. So, the Nigerian musical instrument industry being a valuable tourists’ 

attraction invariably adds to the Nigeria economy. (Sunday 55) 

Performance  

Musical instruments are performed for events or staged and get paid for their jobs, which might be through tickets 

purchased at the entrance of the hall or been paid off before an event and this is a means of livelihood for them, 

those who listened to it to enjoys it, feel relaxed and be happy.  

Musical instruments training 

Music teaching has been a very good means of earning among young graduate, even with a music professional 

certificate and or Ordinary National Diploma Certificate one will be able to take a primary or secondary school 

effectively. A musician who doesn’t learn the formal way of playing an instrument also earns a lot while teaching 

people the art of playing a musical instrument. 

Seminars 

Paid seminars and conferences are held at different departments and institutions or music organizations to sensitize 

beginners on what music is all about and also to give views on newly profound theory and the progress so far in 

many aspects of music and music technology. 
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Leasing 

Musical instruments and equipment are leased or set out for rent, and this equipment includes musical instruments, 

tools used in fabricating, speakers, microphones, mixers among others. This is a source of income a musical 

instrument technologist in this section don’t joke with, they don’t only rent them out but also service their equipment 

and equipment for organizations and this is not done for free.  

Musical instrument as a tool for communication in a society 

Musical instruments especially in Africa serves as a means of communication between one another, it can be used to 

inform or notify of a happening in the society, it can be used to praise, eulogize, or inform you that a danger is 

coming through playing of proverbs or talks on the drum or any musical instrument used in a particular society or 

ethnic group. In Africa generally, most instrument speaks communicating with either an audience or community by 

manipulating the instruments either by beating or rhythmical arrangement that the community understands. 

Information is vital and can be disseminated in different forms through different medium at a particular time for a 

particular people in a geographical location who understands or can de-code what is passed across to them through a 

musical instrument or instruments. Agu explains the function of language as it is used in the society. 

The issue of encoding and decoding the language of the African instruments draws us back to the vital 

issue concerning pragmatics. Pragmatics refers to the study of the way in which language is used to express 

what one really means in particular situations, especially when the actual words used may express 

something different. (Agu 16) 

The talking drum of the Yoruba known as Dundun is popular all over the world and it is recognized for its ability to 

imitate human voice, speaks and improvise. Other musical instrument under African classification of musical 

instrument by Curt Sach and Hombostel also talks and imitate the voice of human and communicate or pass 

information. 

The recitals are sung by two male singers. Breaks in the singing are filled in by talking drums, followed by 

talking trumpets, all of which play “text” that relate to the historical chant or praise the reigning monarch. 

(Nketia 198) 

The tambourine drum, introduced to Lagos in 1920 by the Salvation Army Missionary sect, was borrowed 

particularly because of its potential as a talking drum for generating the necessary interaction in musical 

situations. (Ajala-Browne 233) 

Praising, Eulogizing, chanting and talking with the drum makes the receiver or the fan excited and thus gives 

money, cloth or any item for compensation in return to the drummer and this is also a means of acquiring wealth in 

an African setting. 

Summary and Conclusion  

Nigeria market is wide and that gives room for progress in the marketing field based on the massive population who 

can’t do without either playing music or enjoying music. Music should thus be an area education should not only 

emphasize on but also make readily available and compulsory in all academic levels. Music technology as prove 

itself as a tool that gives financial stability in Nigeria and the government should encourage this program by 

financing it like other fields of study. Through the means of technology, musicians now make money by uploading 

their songs on the internet for people to download and enjoy, this has not only make it easier to get but also add 

value in terms of money to the musician who is the rightful owner of the song. The more people download song the 

more the musician earns. Music Technology should therefore be well established for proper and progressive growth 

of the nation. 
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