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Abstract 

The number of youths drifting to Okada motorcycle business in Nigeria is increasing every year with no immediate 

solution to curb the trend as it portends danger to the socio-security of the nation. This lingering challenge has 

equally led to a shortage of middle-level manpower over the years, hence this paper examined the possibility of the 

nation running out of technologists and artisans in no distant future. A total of 500 questionnaires were administered 

at five different correctional centre, and the data were collated using descriptive statistics for easy analysis. The 

study showed that the young and agile youths are largely engaged in Okada business which has no technical value 

expected to drive the nation’s economy. The literacy level of each category of the respondent was examined and the 

result shows that about 95% of the Okada riders are educated while 5% had no formal education. Among the 

educated, 17% are corporate dispatch riders with at least a Polytechnic diploma or University degree, 44% has 

technical colleges or secondary school certificates while 39% are artisans like auto-mechanics, bricklayers, 

electricians etc, who are not readily available to carry out their chosen trades rather prefers to ride Okada to earn a 

living. This paper explained how this drift from craft and trade to Okada business can be discouraged so as to 

encourage apprenticeship and close the gap created by this drift. The paper concludes that a robust TVET program 

should be structured to reset and attract students towards industrial work experience scheme so as to run the nation’s 

economy and curb crimes. 

Keywords: Vocational training, security, nation’s economy, manpower, development, artisans. 

Introduction 

The establishment of Federal Polytechnics and Technical Colleges in Nigeria was aimed at training students in skill 

acquisition courses tailored towards the provision of middle level manpower and artisans respectively so as to drive 

our manufacturing sector, but the reverse is the case as young ones engage in quick- money business such as Okada 

riding, Bet- Naija and Cyber-crimes. Worse still, some state and local government youth empowerment programs 

were centered on the purchase and distribution of motor bikes to indigent students which gives rise to crime rate and 

also portends security danger to the nation rather than engaging them in more technical and vocational trades.  

Equally, the number of secondary school leavers and drop- out is increasing without commensurate provision for 

further education. This alarming situation has prompted the need to examine the trend and offer probable solutions 

for reducing the phenomenon through the creation of farm settlement and trades acquisition centres which will serve 

as centres for hands on practical work.  

According to Owodolu, 2003, technical and vocational education is defined as the organized educational programs 

which are directly related to the preparation of individuals with employability and specific job skills required for 

paid or unpaid employment or for additional preparation for a career. Skill development is provided by educational 

programs offered by technical colleges and Polytechnics where the required manpower skill to drive the economy is 

imparted. The Vocational courses should be tailored in a way that inmates will be able to make future for themselves 
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when release, it should be noted that the major goal of the skills acquired is to empower the youth so as to improve 

productivity and income. (Anyanwu et al, 2018). 

According to Okebukola, 1995, participation in vocational education dictates that the general public is informed 

about informal art of science and technology as it is seen as the formal processes in which literates, semi illiterates 

are prepared in a deliberate way to fulfill their role in a society.  

The goal statement of TVET is to provide instructional programs, trainings and activities to persons of all ages in all 

communities in Nigeria, which will contribute to the economic growth of the nation and also boost anticipated 

opportunities for gainful employment, which is suited to their needs, interests, and ability to benefit from such 

training. The numbers of Vocational Institutions and Technical Colleges in the country is estimated at 136 while that 

of Polytechnics and Universities is believed to be around 185 (NSE Infrastructure Report Card, 2017). These 

institutions are meant to train future technicians, technologists and engineers that will be employed in the over 600 

million jobs that have to be created in the next decade to avert serious shortage of middle- level manpower but the 

number of youths drifting to commercial motorcycle riding may not allow this target to be achieved hence this 

lopsided trend can result to increase in crime rates (Akintunde, 2002). 

Olaitan, 2010 described TVET as education given to an individual for the purpose of making him or her to develop 

the innate creative potentials in him or her for personal and societal usage. She explained further that vocational 

education was the bedrock of Western Education in Nigeria when the first Europeans that came to Nigeria engaged 

our ancestors as gardeners, carpenters, cooks, stewards, laundry men, tailors etc though it was not called vocational 

in those days but these trades form what we know as vocational education (Famiwole et al.., 2012). In those days, 

crime rates were so minimal because people are gainfully employed. 

Fien et al, (2009) opined that TVET as a type of program that emphasizes the application of skills, knowledge and 

attitudes necessary for employment in a particular trade or occupation or cluster or related occupations in any field 

of social and economic activity. He stressed further that the role of vestibular or hands on training in human capital 

development for socio- economic growth cannot be overemphasized as it boils down on secured society when the 

productive hands are fully engaged. 

Akinboye (2016) observed that TVET program is now being relegated to the ground due to policy somersault in the 

educational strategic plan of the government. Successive government have different agenda for education and as a 

result, vocational and technical training for the teeming youths was neglected and replaced with various youth 

empowerment programs like distribution of okada, thus encouraging technical drift. Today, a large number of 

crimes being perpetuated are linked to motorcycle riders as it has become a fast means of escaping after crime 

(Adesanya, 1998).  

TVET for sustainable socio security development 

The fiscal year 2020 has witnessed a major disruption of educational calendar due to the scourge of Covid 19 

pandemic which in turn have its toll effect on the security apparatus of the nation.  Crimes are on the increase due to 

unexpected and ill- timed lockdown which culminated into untold hardship and hunger. The daily income earners 

like motorcycle riders, street boys, artisans who could not make both ends meet and this resulted to various illegal 

means in order to survive; they engage in series of crimes such as abduction, burglary, cybercrime, forgery, fraud, 

homicide, kidnapping, looting, pilfering, rape, robbery, smuggling etc. The reason for this spike in crime rate could 

be traced to lack of technical and vocational education and training (TVET) for manpower development, low 

budgetary allocation to education as against the UNESCO 25% recommendation (Wals, 2009), peer group influence, 

drunkenness etc but a well-articulated TVET  program could be used to stem the tides of crime when over 60% of 

the youths are productively engaged. 
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The Problem 

It is crystal clear that the society is deficient in middle level manpower; auto mechanics, bricklayers, auto 

electricians, pharmacy technicians, fitters, painters, panel beaters etc. No nation develops when all her marginal 

consumed goods are imported hence the dire need to develop indigenous technology that can support the production 

of certain goods and services locally as this will enhance more employment opportunities and improve the gross 

domestic product of the nation. It will be difficult to solve the problems of economic, social and political without 

putting the full potentials of the teeming youths and adults into proper usage, the element of vocational education 

must come on board. 

Lack of employable vocational and technical skilled Nigerian youths could equally be attributed to poor number of 

vocational and technical teachers in our schools, the few ones were not giving pedagogical training on regular basis 

to update themselves on the state of the art technologies as recommended by the United Nations International Centre 

for Technical and Vocational Education and Training. 

The inability of the government at all levels (Local, State and Federal) to prioritize the needs of the youths in 

Nigeria causes a drift from technical and vocational education to other trades of less economic importance. 

Lack of vocational spirit and inferiority complex is another problem as the youth of nowadays are shying away from 

trades that will involve wearing of uniform, overall or any trades associated with dirt, menial or craft.  

  

Categories of Crimes 

The term crime is a specific act committed in violation of the law of the land. Crime today in the modern society 

seems to be at an increasing rate yet only a few people are bold enough to come out publicly to announce he/she is a 

criminal or one of the notorious criminals wanted in the country, all these as a result of not wanting to go to prison. 

In Nigeria, no family or home will be happy to have a child who is going to prison; the most important thing all 

Nigerian parents are scared of seeing their child go to prison or been annihilated for one crime or the other. 

Table 1: Categories of Crimes 

S/N 
Categories of 

Crime 
Meaning 

1 Abduction  Forcibly taking someone away against their will 

2 Arson Setting fire to a building, cars or property on purpose 

3 Assassination Killing a famous person or public figure 

4 Assault Attacking someone physically 

5 Blackmail Threatening to reveal someone’s secrets if a lot of money is not paid 

6 Bombing Detonating an explosive device with the plan of harming people or property 

7 Child Abuse Treating a child badly in a physical, emotional or sexual way 

8 Cybercrime Doing something illegal over internet or a computer system 
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9 Domestic violence Behaving violently inside the home 

10 Forgery Illegally copying documents, money to cheat people 

11 Fraud Getting money from people by cheating them 

12 Genocide Killing on purpose a large number of people, especially from a particular area 

13 Hijacking Forcefully taking control of a plane, train 

14 Kidnapping Taking someone away by force, often demanding money for their release 

15 Pickpocketing Stealing wallets, money from people’s pockets in a crowded places  

16 Rape Forcing someone to have sex 

17 Robbery Stealing large amount of money with violence from a bank, store 

18 Shoplifting Stealing something from a store 

19 Smuggling Taking something in and out of a place, country, jail 

20 Terrorism Using violence, threats or fear usually for political purpose 

21 Trafficking Trading something illegally like drugs, people 

22 Vandalism Destroying private or public property purposely 

 

1.         Methodology 

An empirical and qualitative investigations were conducted in five different commercial motorcycle cities (Sagamu, 

Abeokuta, Ilaro, Sango, Ijebu Ode) and five correctional centres (Ibara, Ilaro, Oba, Sagamu and Ijebu Ode) in Ogun 

State respectively to ascertain the booming Okada business in those cities and the various types of crimes committed 

and the types of people involved, their ages, literacy level, pull and push factors, technical background, income rate etc. 

A total of 500 questionnaires were administered on the respondent randomly selected in the five commercial cities with 

85% response rate and the data were collated using descriptive statistics for easy analysis, Table 2. Shows the literacy 

level of Okada riders and Table 3. Shows the technical/vocational background of Okada rider and it is prevalent that 

Okada riders comes from diverse field. Similarly, from the questionnaire administered to inmates at the five 

correctional homes under study, it is evident that the crime perpetuated by Okada commercial cyclists outweigh its 

benefits, and table 4 shows that crimes committed at different correctional homes differs from one centres to another. 

 

 

Table 2: Literacy level of Okada Riders 

Literacy Level of Okada Riders Total 

Non-Formal Education 26 
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First School Living Certificate 168 

SSCE 135 

Technical College/NABTEB 85 

Diploma 55 

Degree 31 

Total 500 

 

Table 3: Technical/ Vocational background 

Category of Okada Rider 

                          Location 

Total 

Ilaro Sango Sagamu Ijebu-Ode Abeokuta 

Full-time Okada Rider 21 13 11 16 10 71 

Part-time Okada Rider 4 6 7 5 3 25 

Civil servant/ Okada riding combined 1 0 2 5 8 16 

Graduate Okada Riders 3 4 5 2 1 15 

Vulcanizer turns Okada rider 7 9 11 1 6 34 

Carpenter turned Okada Rider 11 22 19 24 17 93 

Bricklayer turned Okada Rider 5 4 7 14 15 45 

Electrician turned Okada Rider 7 9 4 2 6 28 

Welder turned Okada Rider 6 4 9 7 11 37 

Painter turned Okada Rider 5 2 1 3 4 15 

Auto- mechanic turned Okada Rider 12 9 8 5 11 45 

School cert. turned Okada Rider 14 12 11 9 3 49 

Blacksmith turned Okada Rider 1 2 4 5 2 14 

Panel beater turned Okada Rider 3 4 1 2 3 13 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 500 
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Table 4: Correctional Homes  

Category of Crime 

Correctional Homes Location 

Total Number of Inmates 

Ibara Ilaro Sagamu Ijebu-Ode Oba 

Domestic Violence 7 3 18 5 8 41 

Pickpocketing 20 11 9 18 22 80 

Rape/Child Abuse 17 23 21 19 25 105 

Smuggling 3 45 20 7 4 79 

Robbery 25 4 18 28 11 86 

Abduction 4 1 7 10 3 25 

Cybercrime 24 11 19 10 22 86 

Trafficking 7 5 6 3 5 26 

Total 100 100 100 100 100 500 

Source: Field survey statistics (2020) 

Results and Discussion 

Fig. 1 shows the literacy level of Okada riders. It can be deduced that a large percentage (60%) of young and agile 

youths with school leaving certificates have drifted to Okada riding business in lieu of career advancement in 

technical and vocational skill acquisition trades.  About 95% of the Okada riders are educated while 5% had no 

formal education. Among the educated, 5% are corporate dispatch riders with at least Polytechnic diploma or 

University degree, 60% are secondary school leavers while 35% are artisans like auto- mechanics, bricklayers, 

electricians etc who are not readily available to carry out their chosen trades rather prefers to ride Okada to earn a 

living, this finding was similar to the work of Adesanya (1998) who carried out an assessment on the use of 

motorcycles for public transport in Ibadan.  
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Fig. 1: Percentage literacy level of Okada riders 

 

Fig. 2 chart shows the distribution of Okada riders in five (5) different locations in Ogun State, it is glaring from the 

chart that artisans are the most prominent people engaged in Okada business in major cities, this abnormality was 

also observed by Edukwugho, (2004).  

 

Fig. 2: Chart showing the distribution of Okada riders in five (5) different locations 
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Figure 3 shows the percentage distribution of Okada riders with background/ previous trades in the five commercial 

okada nerve centres in Ogun state after adopting okada business as a means of livelihood. This has no economic 

benefits when compared to their professional trade that can add value to the nation’s gross domestic product. 

 

Fig. 3: Percentage distribution of Okada riders with background/ previous trades 

 

Figures 4 and 5 gives a detailed number and percentage of Okada riders/ inmates found in different correctional 

homes; they were remanded for engaging in various nefarious acts such as goods smuggling, rape, robbery, 

abduction and pick-pocketing etc. thus making the prison to be congested of delay in the delivery of justice. 
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Fig. 4: Number of Okada riders/ Inmates in different correctional homes 

 

Fig. 5: Percentage of Okada riders engaged in Nefarious Acts 

Conclusion 

It is evident that this drift from technical and vocational education to commercial motorcycling is responsible for the 

spike in crime in virtually all zones of the state and has stretched the security apparatus at all levels. All efforts 

should be geared towards the adoption and promotion of technical and vocational education and training (TVET) in 

order to ameliorate crime rate. 
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