
              Proceedings of the 2
nd

 International Conference, The Federal Polytechnic, Ilaro, 10
th

 – 11
th

 Nov., 2020 

 

838                                                                   Kuburat Omolara Odunewu & Tawakalt Adunni Adegbite-Badmus. 

INFORMATION NEEDS AND SOURCES ON COVID-19 PANDEMIC, AMONG 

RURAL DWELLERS IN OGUN STATE, NIGERIA 

Kuburat Omolara Odunewu & Tawakalt Adunni Adegbite-Badmus 
Dept. of Library and Information Science 

The Federal Polytechnic, P.M.B 50, Ilaro, Ogun State. 

kuburat.odunewu@federalpolyilaro.edu.ng & authorbadmus.adegbite@federalpolyilaro.edu.ng. 

 

Abstract 

Rural dwellers are a momentous fragment of the population of Nigeria. The inhabitants of these communities 

undoubtedly need information on all their endeavours to advance their comfort and security. The growth and 

revolution of rural areas require approaches to meeting information needs of the rural populace especially in health, 

occupational, political, social, cultural activities and currently on the ravaging Covid-19 pandemic. This study 

investigated the information needs of rural dwellers in Ogun State on their sources among   information consulted 

for Covid-19 pandemic. The study also investigated the level of awareness of Covid-19 and approved preventive 

measures during and posts Covid-19 among the rural dwellers. The study concluded that rural areas, being largely 

agrarian and workers in the extractive industry need to be involved and duly informed in the fight against the 

dreaded disease. The study recommended that rural dwellers should be given access to adequate information on the 

pandemic; government activities to contain the pandemic should be made known through the media that have access 

to. More health extension services should be deployed to rural areas to educate the inhabitants on the pandemic and 

how to survive it and the need for the provision of mobile information services for rural communities. The mobile 

information services can move from one rural community to another to disseminate information on the pandemic 

and government activities. 

Keywords: Covid-19 Pandemic, Information Needs, Information Sources, Rural Dwellers. 

 

Introduction 

COVID-19 is an infectious disease brought about by a virus called coronavirus. This new virus and disease were 

unknown before its occurrence in Wuhan, China, in December 2019.  COVID-19, a name coined out of Coronavirus 

infection is a respiratory and an infectious disease caused by a novel virus named coronavirus. According to the 

World Health Organisation (WHO) (2020) it has become a pandemic that is ravaging the whole world. The body 

identified symptoms of the disease to include mild to extreme respiratory illness, high fever, loss of taste, dry cough, 

and difficulty in breathing and so on. The disease is infectious, deadly and, can be transmitted from contact with and 

droplets from infected people, and touching of infected surfaces. People who are more vulnerable to the pandemic 

are elderly, children below the age of 15 years, individuals with critical medical challenges such as cardiovascular 

disease, diabetes, asthma, cancer, and HIV/AIDS. A heavy fatality has been recorded among the identified people all 

over the world.(WHO) (2020) Nigeria is having her share of the pandemic. Over 50, 000 cases of COVID-19 have 

been recorded in the country. The number keeps growing as at the time this study is being conducted.  

The World Health Organization's International Health Regulations (IHR) Emergency Committee, on January 23, 

2020, announced COVID-19 as a disease and advised that “all countries should be prepared for containment, 

including active surveillance, early detection, isolation and case management, contact tracing and prevention of 

onward spread of the infection, and to share full data with WHO. The organisation on January 30, 2020, 

affirmed COVID-19 to be a public health emergency of international concern, a pandemic. Nigeria had her index 

case in February 2020. After this index case, the statistics of the infected cases has risen drastically and this has 

made the Federal Government of Nigeria shut down Ogun state, Lagos state and Federal Capital Territory and 

impose some restrictions in other states of the Federation to contain the spread of the virus. 

 

As of now, drugs and vaccine to curb the menace of COVID-19 are yet to be developed and approved for human 

use. However, there are several current scientific evaluations of potential drugs and vaccines.(The Guardian (2020) 
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As such, a veritable means of preventing and curtailing the spread of the disease is the provision and use of 

information about COVID-19, it causes, and mode of transmissions. WHO has advised that a veritable way to 

protect oneself from the disease is through regular hand washing, use of alcohol-based sanitizers to rub hands, 

avoidance of touching face, mouth and nose with unclean hands, avoidance of crowded places and social gathering, 

and, the practice of physical distancing. COVID-19 pandemic spreads principally through droplets of saliva or 

discharge when an individual that is infected coughs or sneezes. Thus, the WHO advised that some conditions, such 

as coughing into elbows must be observed, using handkerchief to cover ones mouth when sneezing and tissue papers 

to be dropped into a covered dustbins or wastepaper basket.(WHO) (2020)   

The pandemic affected educational, economic, religious and social activities in urban and rural areas in Nigerian. 

The rural areas of a country lie outside the densely populated environs of towns, cities and sub-urban villages. They 

are generally characterized by abject poverty, low literacy level, lack of social amenities and poor environmental 

conditions.  Mohammed and Garaba (2019) reported that in Nigeria, it is estimated that over 70% of people are 

living in rural areas, who are mainly non-literate people who cannot read and write any language. Rural 

communities in Nigeria are characterized by certain features. Inhabitants of rural dwellers experience low 

productivity, social and economic retrogression. These arose from the low level of education and inadequate or total 

absence of information dissemination. 

             

The onset of Covid-19 has made the government at all levels in Nigeria to impose lockdown rule on Nigerians, 

movement restriction, shut down of business and other activities to contain the transmission of COVID-19. These 

measures at curtailing the spread of the pandemic have imposed some inadvertent effects on the people living in 

rural communities in the country who are mainly subsistence farmers and extractive workers. The rural dwellers 

need information for their scio-economic activities and their survival during and after the Covid-19.(Agusi et al) 

          

Rural inhabitants need information in almost all human endeavours. As mentioned above, development and 

transformation can only be possible, effective and relevant if the rural dwellers' information needs are met 

positively. The need to appropriately educate rural communities is closely linked to the fact that information is a true 

tool that helps people to carry out their personal and civic responsibilities and obligations. El-Kalash, Mohammed 

and Ahmed (2014) noted that needed information by rural inhabitants in almost all their endeavours is quite many. 

       

Information is an essential component in any society's sustainable growth and development, as it reduces the risks 

and extends the scope of choices for solving problems. Rural dwellers' inability to seek information could result in 

poor production output, food insecurity, inability to feed the nation. The information needs of the rural communities 

identified above do not include information on Covid-19 being a novel health issue.  This study seeks to find out the 

Information Needs and Sources Consulted on and Awareness of Covid-19 Pandemic, among the Rural Dwellers in 

Ogun State, Nigeria. 

   

To realise the objectives of the study, the following questions were answered. 

i. What is the level of awareness of Covid-19 pandemic among the rural dwellers? 

ii. What are the information needs of rural dwellers in Ogun State on Covid-19? 

iii. What are the information sources used by the rural dwellers in Ogun State on Covid-19? 

iv. What are the perceptions of the rural dwellers in Ogun State on government social protection and COVID-19 

response in rural areas? 

v. What are the views of the Rural dwellers on implications of the Covid-19 Situation Now and in the Future on 

rural communities? 

vi. What are the factors that impede access to and use of information by the rural dwellers in Ogun State?  

 

Literature Review 

 

Adedayo, Sennuga and Sennuga (2020) reported that outbreak of Corona Virus Pandemic in Wuhan in China and its 

eventual spread to other nations of the world including Nigeria has crippled the world economy especially that of 

Nigeria which depends largely on primary products. The pandemic has made the Federal Government of Nigeria 

(FGN) divert its scarce resources from other sectors of the economy to the health sector to save lives. This has 

brought about the neglect of rural areas where agricultural production exists. The consequential effect of this is a 

shortage of essential food items in markets.  Rural dwellers especially women are bearing the impact. Currently, in 

the country, the price of essential staple food items has gone up astronomically. To alleviate the effect of this 
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pandemic, the authors propose that rural women engaged in agriculture should be given access to microloans and 

technical support to grassroots farmers/groups while innovations and techniques such as farm mechanization, use of 

mini-planters, harvesters and other time-labour-saving equipment should be encouraged to serve as a replacement to 

the scarcity of farm labour.  

 

Odefadehan, Akinola, and Odefadehan. (2016) regarded Information as a resource of inestimable value to both rural 

and urban dwellers. They averred that information access is an indispensable requirements for socities’ growth. The 

authors further believed that well packaged information and provided rural communities will eradicate insufficiency, 

illiteracy, provide insight into aatinment of economic, social, educational, political and cultural growth of rural 

societies. Thus documentation of the information needs of rural dwellers is vital for any evocative growth in rural 

communities.   

 

Uzuegbu (2016) stated that the common belief is that a rural community is any geographic area that is located 

outside cities and towns. This is, however, not sufficient as a definition. Researchers have listed different features 

that inform a rural community in general. A recent study by Uzuegbu (2014) has harmonized and summarized the 

diverse features – traversing economic, social, political, religious and secular components – and concludes that a 

community is regarded as rural when it possess the features such as  its population is relatively small, with a higher 

number of children, older people and youth respectively; it has a common ethno-linguistic feature such as race, tribe, 

language, etc.; its members loyally answer to one leader; its members are predominantly farmers;  the inheritance 

system of ownership determines who acquires what among the dwellers; adherence to one religion, belief and 

practice; live a communal style of life and collective approach to general affairs; depend directly or indirectly on the 

natural resources (land and forest, stream, market, road, etc.) for their livelihood; sharing of institutional structures 

such as market, bank, school, health centre, etc.;  its members do not see the various components of life (economic, 

social, political, religious and secular) as distinct from each other. Rather, each component affects the other and 

reach in them on one of the components means approaching them on all of them. Consequently, a rural dweller is 

one who lives and makes his livelihood in the rural communitygrowth. The authors further believed that well-

packaged information and provided for rural communities will eradicate insufficiency, illiteracy, provide insight into 

attainment of economic, social, educational, political and cultural growth of rural 

 

Zaid and Popoola (2010) stated that the quality of life of people in developing countries, including Nigeria, is often 

adjudged to be lower than the expected standard. The situation is compounded by the women’s lack of access to 

valuable information and non-utilization of available information which could help them meet the challenges of 

daily living. Besides, the rural environment and the attendant socio-economic factors pose an additional limitation to 

the women's quality of life. The study on the correlation between information accessibility, utilization and, quality 

of life of rural women in Nigeria revealed that information accessibility and utilization have substantial roles to play 

separately and jointly on raising the quality of life of rural women.  

 

Methodology 

 

The study adopted the descriptive survey research method with questionnaire and observation as major instruments. 

A multi-stage sampling technique was employed in the selection of respondents. The first stage involved the 

selection of the entire twenty local government in the state, the second stage involved the random selection of four 

local governments (LGA) from the four zones (Yewa, Egba, Ijebu, and Remo zones) of the state. The third stage has 

a rural settlement from each of the zones selected. The selected rural settlements are Yewa zone- Idogo/Olokuta, 

Egba Zone –Alabata, Ijebu Zone – Oke- Eri, and Remo zone – Ipara-Remo. One hundred copies each of the 

questionnaire were dispatched to each of the rural settlements.  

 

The questionnaire was administered randomly and personally to the respondents to avoid low return and to guide the 

filling and completion. The approach recorded 89% successes as the entire 356 copies of the questionnaire were 

duly completed, returned and, useful for analysis. Analytical procedures employed in the study include descriptive 

statistics such as frequencies, means, percentages and standard deviation.  
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Data Analysis and Interpretation 

Demographic Analysis of the Respondents. 

Gender distribution revealed that most of the respondents were female (55.30%). The age distribution of the 

respondents indicated that the majority of them are in their active age group, 20-30 years (60.90%). Their marital 

status revealed that the majority of them, 41.10% are married and, 25.80% are yet to marry. The table confirmed the 

educational situation in rural areas as the majority of the respondents (67%) had only primary education and 27% 

had secondary education. Their major occupations are farming/agriculture (60%), trading (21.50%) and other 

primary industry activities (7%). 

The respondents’ levels of awareness of Covid-19 pandemic were sought. Their responses are presented in Table 1.  

 Table 1: Levels of Awareness of Covid-19 Pandemic Among the Respondents  

Awareness Frequency % 

Fully Aware  48  13.50 

Somehow aware 295   82.90 

Not Aware   13   03.60 

Total 356 100 

Mean Score 1.65  

Std. Deviation .825 

Source: Field survey 2020 

 

From Table 1, it can be inferred that the respondents are less aware of the Covid-19 pandemic. Only 48 respondents, 

13.50% are fully aware. The implication of this is that the rural inhabitants are less considered in the provision of 

publicity on COVID -19 that could keep them duly informed by the governments. The mean score of 1.65 and a 

standard deviation of .825 indicate that majority of the responses tilted towards 'somehow aware'. Information needs 

and sources of information that the rural dwellers exploit for Covid-19 were investigated. The findings are presented 

in Tables 2 and 3. 

 

Table 2: Information Needs of the respondents on Covid-19 Pandemic 

Information Needs Responses % Mean Std. Deviation 

Symptoms of Covid-19 356  100 2.00 0.94 

Mode of transmission 356  100 2.00 1.21 

Management of infected persons 356  100 2.00 1.02 

Risk factors 55 15.4 1.15  1.03 

Information on lockdown 351  98.6 1.98 0.83 

Palliative measure from government 345  96.9 1.97 1.09 

Restrictions on religious and social gatherings 288  80.9 1.81 0.74 

Health-related information 302 84.8 1.84 1.31 

Economic activities and Covid-19 356  100 2.00 0.94 

Source: Field survey 2020 

 

The information needs of the rural dwellers on the pandemic from the analysis in table 2 revealed that the entire 

respondents (100%) sought information on symptoms and mode of transmissions of the disease, management of 

infected persons and issue of economic activities. 351 and 345 respondents respectively sought government 

information imposed locked down and palliative measures. They also sought information on health and risk factor 

associated with Covid-19. Thus, the media or sources through which information is sought by the respondents were 

investigated and the findings presented in Table 3. 
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Table 3: Information Sources Consulted by the Respondents 

Sources                           Responses 

Information Media Very 

often 

Often Occasionally Never Mean Std. Deviation 

Radio set 295 

(82.9%) 

30 

(8.4%) 

31 (8.7%) 00 3.74 .234 

Television set 25 

(7.0%) 

37 

(10.4%) 

105 (29.5%) 189 

(53.1%) 

1.71 .742 

Health workers 25 

(7.0%) 

37 

(10.4%) 

105 (29.5%) 189 

(53.1%) 

1.71 .742 

Agricultural extension 

workers 

78 

(21.9%) 

259 

(72.8%) 

9 (2.5%) 10 

(2.8%) 

2.87 .821 

Library and Information 

Centres 

00 00 00 00 00 00 

Village information 

Messenger/ criers 

112 

(31.5%) 

114 

(32.0%) 

111 (31.2%) 19 

(5.3%) 

2.89 .817 

Newspapers and magazines 00 00 00 00 00 00 

Posters from government 

agencies 

5 (1.4%) 8 (2.2%) 295 (82.9%) 48 

(13.5%) 

1.65 .825 

The Internet, Smartphones, 

etc 

00 00 00 00 00 00 

Source: Field survey 2020 

 

From the above table it is conspicuous that library or information centres are out of the sources of information on 

Covid-19 for the rural dwellers. None of the respondents indicated libraries, information centres and the Internet as 

the sources they consulted for information. From the researchers’ observation during the data gathering stage, there 

was no establishment in the communities used for study designated as a library, information centres or the Internet 

café. From the table also, radio broadcast and village information messenger/criers remain the main source of 

information on Covid-19 to the rural dwellers, 82.90% of them indicated this. Other sources that they consulted are 

agricultural extension workers, health workers and, a television in that order. The study investigated the perceptions 

of the rural dwellers in Ogun State on government social protection and COVID-19 response in rural areas. Their 

responses are presented in Table 4 below.  

 

Table 4: Perceptions of the Respondents on Government Social Protection and Covid-19 Response 

Social protection & Covid-19 

response Issues 

Strongly 

Agreed 

Agreed Strongly 

Disagreed 

Disagreed Mean SD 

Implementing adequate social 

protection measures is critical 

to saving both lives and 

livelihoods.  

189 (53.1%) 102 

(28.7%) 

42 (11.8%) 23 (6.5%) 3.28 .923 

Ensuring that these measures 

reach rural populations will be 

a key to avoid further spread 

of poverty and hunger. 

189 (53.1%) 102 

(28.7%) 

42 (11.8%) 23 (6.5%) 3.28 .923 

The fight against COVID-19 

will be particularly 

challenging in rural areas.  

159 (44.7%) 102 

(28.7%) 

47 (13.2%) 48 (13.5%) 3.04 .913 

Vulnerable rural populations 

will be significantly affected 

by the direct and indirect 

economic impact of COVID-

19. 

159 (44.7%) 102 

(28.7%) 

47 (13.2%) 48 (13.5%) 3.04 .913 

Social protection can ensure 

critical access to healthcare; 

provide incentives for 

115 (32.3%) 53 

(14.9%) 

156 (43.8%) 32 (9%) 2.70 .874 
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compliance with confinement 

measures.  

Ensuring that social protection 

measures are adopted and 

reach rural populations will be 

critical 

112 (31.6%) 147 

(41.3%) 

55 (15.4%) 42 (11.8%) 2.69 .842 

Social protection measures 

need to be broadly 

implemented. 

102 (28.7%) 111 

(31.2%) 

79 (22.2%) 64 (18.0%) 2.64 .831 

Financing will be a critical 

challenge to address 

92 (25.9%) 179 

(50.3%) 

85 (23.9%) - 2.63 .637 

Source: Field survey 2020 

 

As indicated in the table above, the respondents have an appreciable understanding of the social protection and 

COVID-19 response in rural areas. The mean score of the respondents’ responses to the specific measures are 

implementing adequate social protection measures is critical to saving both lives and livelihoods, mean=19 3.28; 

Ensuring that these measures reach rural populations will be a key to avoid further spread of poverty and hunger, 

mean= 3.28; the fight against COVID-19 will be particularly challenging in rural areas, mean=3.4; social protection 

can ensure critical access to health care, provide incentives for compliance with confinement measures, mean =2.70 

and; social protection measures need to be broadly implemented, mean=2.64. The study further sought for the views 

of the respondents on the implications of the Covid-19 situation now and in the future on rural communities and 

dwellers in Ogun State. 

 

The current implications of consequence of the Covid-19 pandemic among the rural dwellers was highlighted as 

follows: Disruption of the market chain due to the restrictions on the movement of goods and people ranked high 

among the consequences of the pandemic, with 295 respondents of 82.9% in agreement, 30 respondents of 8.4% in 

disagreement and 31 respondents of 8.7% who were undecided with (mean=3.74) on this point. This was followed 

by socio-economic repercussions on people's livelihoods where 254 respondents of 71.3% agreed, 102 respondents 

of 28.7% disagreed, (mean =3.71). Fall in the level of production and high prices of goods and services has 181 of 

50.9%respondents in agreement,145 of 40.7% respondents disagreed,30 of 8.4% could not decide with 

(mean=3.18).Socio-economic repercussions on peoples livelihood has 254 of 71.3% respondents in agreement,102 

of 28.2 respondents are undecided with (mean=3.71)and, loss of farm produce and reduction in income has 146 of 

41% respondents agreed 210 of 59% disagreed with (mean=3.41).Also, on food shortage 254 of 71,3 respondents 

agreed, 102 of 28.7% respondents disagreed with (mean=3.71) Furthermore, some likely future implications of the 

Covid-19 pandemic, as subscribed to by the respondents, are presented in the explanations below.  

 

Future Implications of Covid-19 on Rural Communities and Dwellers 

 

The respondents confirmed that low demand for agricultural products due to delay or non-payment of salaries may 

be one of the future implications of the pandemic. Other negative implications are unemployment due to closure of 

economic activities (mean=3.41); rise in the levels of hunger and poverty amongst rural dwellers (mean=3.20); food 

shortage as a result of on-going pandemic ravaging the world (mean=2.89) and; rise in the level of social menace. 

These fears are rife among the respondents when one considers the mean scores of all the implications. To allay the 

fears of the respondents, the governments at state and federal levels have put in place some proactive measures to 

take care of the future consequences of the pandemic.  However, these measures need to be communicated to the 

dwellers of rural communities. 

 

Factors that can impede access to and use of information by the dwellers of rural areas in Ogun State were 

examined. The responses are presented in Table 5 
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Table 5: Challenges faced by Users in Accessing Information on Covid-19 

Challenges Strongly 

Agreed 

Agreed Strongly 

Disagreed 

Disagreed Mean SD 

Limited access to information 

provided by the government on 

Covid-19 

189 

(53.1%) 

102 

(28.7%) 

42 (11.8%) 23 (6.5%) 3.28 .923 

Absence of adequate knowledge on 

Covid-19 

159 

(44.7%) 

102 

(28.7%) 

47 (13.2%) 48 (13.5%) 3.04 .913 

Absence of library or information 

centers to provide enlightenment on 

Covid-19 

115 

(32.3%) 

53 

(14.9%) 

156 (43.8%) 32 (9%) 2.70 .874 

Government agricultural extension 

workers do not provide much 

information of Covid-19  

112 

(31.6%) 

147 

(41.3%) 

55 (15.4%) 42 (11.8%) 2.69 .842 

Access to information is substantially 

through radio broadcasting 

105 

(29.5%) 

47 

(13.2%) 

179 (50.3%) 25 (7.0%) 2.65 .657 

Unavailability of visual resources 

(posters) on Covid-19 

102 

(28.7%) 

111 

(31.2%) 

79 (22.2%) 64 (18.0%) 2.64 .831 

Low literacy level among the rural 

residents  

97 (27.2%) 127 

(35.8%) 

45 (12.6%) 87 (24.4%) 2.63 .826 

Lack of skill in sourcing for 

information from ICT and other 

media 

92 (25.9%) 179 

(50.3%) 

85 (23.9%) - 2.63 .637 

Absence of electricity to power 

television sets and, radio set 

56 (15.7%) 46 

(13.0%) 

143 (40.2%) 111 (31.2%) 2.49 .635 

Lack of belief and interest in the 

pandemic issues 

28 (7.9%) 47 

(13.2%) 

179 (50.3%) 102 (28.7%) 2.38 .561 

Restriction on movement to 

towns/cities for information 

17 (4.8%) - 302 (84.8%) 37 (10.4%) 2.19 .574 

Source: Field survey 2020  

 

On the impediments, the responses are as follows;  Limited access to information provided by the government on 

Covid-19 has the mean score of 3.28; absence of adequate knowledge on Covid-19 (mean=3.04) and; absence of 

library or information centres to provide enlightenment on Covid-19 (mean=2.70) ranked among the major 

constraints; lack of belief and interest in the pandemic issues (2.38) and; restriction on movement to towns/cities for 

information (mean=2.19) were the constraints.  

 

Summary and Discussion of Findings 

The study explored the information needs and sources consulted by rural dwellers in Ogun State on Covid-19 

pandemic. This is because information is an essential ingredient in decision making and in managing occurrences 

like Covid-19. The study further found out the level of awareness of the pandemic among the four residents of rural 

communities used for the study; the perceptions of the measures taken by the governments to control the pandemic, 

governments’ social intervention and implication of the post-COVID-19 era. The specific findings are: 

 A larger percentage of respondents were female (55.30%) while majority of them are in their active age 

group, 20-30 years (60.90%). 41.10% are married and, 25.80% are yet to marry. Educational qualifications 

of the respondents indicate that 67% of them had only primary education and 27% had secondary 

education. Their major occupations are farming/agriculture (60%), trading (21.50%) and other primary 

industry activities (7%). 

 The respondents are less aware of the Covid-19 pandemic; therefore, they are less considered in the 

provision of publicity on COVID -19 that could keep them duly informed from the governments.  

 The information needs of the rural dwellers on the pandemic are on symptoms and mode of transmissions 

of the disease, management of infected persons; issue of economic activities; government information on 

imposed locked down and palliative measures. 
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 Radio broadcast and village information messenger/criers remain the main source of information on Covid-

19 to the rural dwellers.  

 The respondents were aware of likely consequence of the Covid-19 pandemic such as disruption of the 

market chain due to movement restriction of goods and people ranked high among the consequences of the 

pandemic and; socio-economic repercussions on people's livelihoods and, food shortage. 

 Future implications of Covid-19 are negative and implies unemployment; increased rate of hunger and 

poverty; food shortage and; rise in the level of social menace for rural dwellers.  

 The study also identified limited access to information on Covid-19 provided by the government; absence 

of adequate knowledge on and; absence of library or information centres to provide enlightenment on 

Covid-19. 

 

Conclusion and Recommendations  

Corona Virus disease pandemic that is damaging several human endeavours throughout the world has an 

overwhelming consequence on social and economic activities of rural dwellers in Ogun state. Covid-19 and they 

sought for such information through radio broadcast that is readily available to them, health worker on outreach 

services, agricultural extension workers and, posters. There were no libraries or information centres in the rural areas 

studied. Consequent upon the findings of this study, the following recommendations are suggested:  

1. To alleviate the effect of Covid-19 pandemic on rural dwellers, they should be given access to adequate 

information on the pandemic.  

2. Government should support the rural residents through the provision of soft loans, agricultural inputs and 

clearing of farmland to revitalize the businesses of the rural inhabitant that might have been disrupted 

by the pandemic. 

3. To address the issue of scarcity of farm labour as identified as a future consequence of Covid-19, the 

government should introduce and encourage the use of new inventions and methods and labour-time 

saving equipment like farm mechanization, mini-planters and, harvesters. 

4. There is also the need for the provision of mobile information services for rural communities.  

5. The Federal government of Nigeria directive on little restriction on movement of agricultural produce 

should be maintained as this will ease movement of rural dwellers and their produce, boost agricultural 

production and reduce food shortages that may arise after Covid-19.  
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